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The Centre for Environmental Studies, Lady Doak College, Madurai organized a workshop on 

“Carbon Neutrality and Sustainability Reporting” on 20
th

 and 21
st
 February, 2015. 

Dr. R. Gunaseeli, Co-ordinator, Centre for Environmental Studies welcomed the gathering and 

explained the focus of organizing such a workshop. She explained the importance of Carbon 

footprint and the essentiality of an organization/firm to be carbon neutral. She also emphasized 

the significance of sustainability reporting for an organization to grow and achieve its goals.  

Dr. A. Mercy Pushpalatha, Principal and Secretary of the college, gave the introductory remarks 

wherein she highlighted the need for a carbon near-neutral society.  The climate today is 

experiencing drastic and rapid change worldwide and hence effort should be taken at a personal 

as well as institutional level to combat the climate change.  Small steps taken towards this 

process can bring about a bigger effect, through which a sustainable and a better planet could be 

given to our next generation. 

Dr. James J. Helm, Former Professor of Classics, Oberlin College,Oberlin, Ohio inaugurated the 

two day workshop and briefly explained the concept of carbon neutrality.  He gave some insights 

of the various activities practiced in his college and hometown, Oberlin, Ohio, in creating a 

sustainable base for economic and community development. 

Mr. Muralidaran, Lead Auditor(Ethical audit & training), RINA, Bengaluru, the resource person 

for the workshop introduced to the audience the need and importance of Global Reporting 

Initiative(GRI).He gave the relationship between GRI and sustainable development.  Educational 

institutions have not gone for GRI till now, but for sustainable development, this kind of 

reporting can give a focus and prepare proactively for a change if confronted in future.  He also 

explained the challenges of GRI and the three E’s essential for sustainable development – 

Economy, Environment & Ethics.  He emphasized that a non-fictitious, authentic GRI report 

would help an institution in sustainable development and face challenges effectively.He also 

introduced the basic concepts  in carbon neutrlity 

On 21
st
 February, Mr. Ceyril,Lead auditor(Certification &Climate Change), RINA,Chennai 

explained clearly the concepts of scope 1,2 and 3 necessary for calculating the carbon footprint 

for an individual/organization. He also highlighted the concepts of CO2e and the various methods 

that can be adopted to attain a near-carbon neutral society/Carbon neutrality. 



Both the Resource persons displayed some case studies and reports that weres extremely useful 

in understanding the concepts well.  

Representatives from few colleges in TamilNadu participated in the 2-day workshop and were 

enlightened about the various concepts of GRI and Carbon Neutrality.  All the participants were 

encouraged to become carbon neutral and take back the message to their parent institution of 

preparing a GRI. 

 


